
Mayors talk Garbage 
By Ray Riddell,  Diversion Committee member 

From River Valley News, September 2014 

Recently the mayors of Saint John and Grand Bay-Westfield have been talking garbage. 
Seriously! 

Several mayors of other local towns and members of the Local Service districts (LSD), working 
together as the Fundy Regional Service commission, are trying to solve the problem of waste 
disposal, and are now facing a tough decision. 

The recycling depots (Blue bins) are 15 years old and need replacement. The commission has to 
decide whether it would be better to replace them now (and they would last another 15 years) 
or whether the region should consider a better system to deal with garbage, recycling, and 
compost. Right now, each municipality or LSD is responsible for collecting garbage and 
compost. In the current system, Grand Bay-Westfield has no pickup. The Westfield LSD has both 
garbage pickup and compost pickup but pays for both through property taxes. 

The commission recognizes that the handling and disposal of waste is an expensive matter and 
could damage the environment: therefore, they decided to form a committee to assess the 
options and make a recommendation.  

The Commission formed a committee called the Diversion Review committee in 2013: members 
of the committee are unpaid, knowledgeable individuals from each area. Under the chairship of 
Dr. Matt Alexander, councillor from Rothesay, this committee met regularly for over a year. An 
Engineering consultant was hired to advise the committee on the technical aspects of options 
and prepare a financial analysis of each option.  Considerable assistance was provided by Marc 
MacLeod and Brenda MacCallum of Fundy Region Solid Waste, the operators of the Crane 
Mountain Landfill. 

Three options were identified and analyzed under the headings of financial, environmental, and 
social. 

Option 1.  There would be no change in the current system in each area and the blue bins 
would be replaced and upgraded. Composting would continue and the buildings at the landfill 
would be refurbished. There would be increased charges to the users to cover the cost of the 
upgrades and the system would last another 15 years or so. There would be no impact on the 
life of the landfill, which is scheduled to close in 2048. 



Option 1 has been in place for 15 years and most of the public are familiar with recycling and 
composting. The downside is littering around the bins, illegal dumping, and finding locations for 
the new bins. 

Option 2. This plan would do away with the blue bins altogether and eliminate composting. The 
green bin – now used for food scraps and yard waste – would become a recycling cart for 
plastics and paper and other recyclables instead. The recycling would be picked up under the 
current system in the area. In the Westfield LSD, this would happen every 2 weeks. The material 
for composting would go to the landfill instead and be buried with the garbage.  

The environmental impact of option 2 would be considerable. Landfills that allow food scraps 
and compostable materials to be buried are the single largest human source of methane 
emissions in the world. Eliminating composting under this option, and burying the organics, will 
create methane gas which would escape into the atmosphere. Methane gas is 70 times more 
powerful than carbon dioxide in trapping the earth’s heat much like a greenhouse.  Methane 
and other greenhouse gasses build up over time causing increased temperatures and altering 
the climate. Canada has signed international agreements and is committed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

While it is true that Crane Mountain tries to capture the methane to create electricity, many 
studies have shown that most of the methane gas from landfills escapes before it is captured; 
the most efficient method results in just 46% methane capture rate (Institute for Local Self 
Reliance, Environmental Protection Agency).  

Burying this organic waste would fill up the landfill faster and shorten its life by at least 2 years. 
There would also be job losses at the landfill. Those employed in composting will have their 
employment terminated. This option, as Mayor Norton explains in a recent Telegraph Journal 
commentary, would increase foul air and water locally which would be unfortunate for only 
those living close to the landfill. On the positive side, this option is the cheapest and very 
attractive to those councils trying to keep tax rates down.  

Option 3.  This option eliminates the blue bins and replaces them with a curbside pickup of 
recycling every two weeks by Fundy Region Solid Waste. Composting would continue as it is 
now. For instance, the Westfield LSD would continue to have compost pickup every two weeks. 
Grand Bay–Westfield would not get compost pickup. 

Option 3 is the most expensive of the options as it adds the expense of curbside pickup of 
recyclables. Annual costs will increase by 7$ for all options but for option 3 each household in 
the region would see an additional cost of between 14 and 18 dollars per year (less than $2 per 
month). This option would result in an increase in recycling, diverting waste from the landfill 
and extending the life of the landfill by an estimated 2 years. 



Composting is an effective way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Preventing biodegradable 
items from being added to the landfill is the only effective method of preventing the escape of 
methane from a landfill into the atmosphere. Composting adds organic material to the soil, 
improves plant growth and reduces the use of water. BioCycle Magazine says “Composting is 
thus vital to restoring the climate and our soils and should be front and center in a national 
strategy to protect the climate in the short term."   

Once the committee finished the analysis, the public was asked to participate. There was an 
extensive telephone survey and an online survey. Visitors to the home show in April 2014 were 
asked their opinion. Many public meetings were held around the area. Consultations were held 
at Brundage Point, in Public Landing and many other locations where the options were 
explained and opinions asked.  

The public spoke loudly and clearly: in the consultations, an overwhelming majority favoured 
option 3. Only 7% favoured option 2. Results of all the public input can be found on the Landfill 
website http://www.fundyrecycles.com/  

After the year-long analysis and public input, the committee recommended option 3 with 
option 1 as a second choice. The findings were presented to the commission in July 2014 with 
the understanding that the recommendation and the report were to be taken back to 
municipalities for their consideration.  Their decisions would be brought back to the 
commission. Unfortunately, Mayor Norton was not in favour of the commission’s 
recommendation and he wanted a further report on the matter from the executive director of 
the Commission: after over a year of conversations, analysis, and extensive public 
consultations, the decisions will be delayed. 

Your input is needed. Read the full report of the committee on the website 
http://www.fundyrecycles.com/ and contact your mayor, councillor or LSD representative to 
have your say. The Telegraph Journal commentary by Mayor Norton is on the website along 
with an excellent commentary and analysis by Anne McShane, a committee member.  

Mayor Norton does not list clean air as one of his priorities for the city of Saint John. You may 
agree or disagree with him. Should we stop the methane build up now for a toonie a month?   
Let’s take a deep breath (while we can), and talk more garbage with our decision makers. The 
final decision will indeed be final and cannot be reversed for 15 years. Your children and 
grandchildren  will thank you! 
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