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Fundy Region Waste Audit 

Residents in the Fundy Region could recycle and compost an additional 40% of the waste currently being tossed in the garbage.  A 
waste characterization study conducted for Fundy Region Solid Waste revealed that household garbage contains 40% compostable 
organics and recyclable products.   

Fundy Region Solid Waste hired AET Group to conduct a waste characterization study during a two-week period in November 2014.  
Garbage bound for Crane Mountain landfill was sampled, sorted and weighed to determine the types of material being thrown out.  
Samples of garbage were collected from Saint John, Rothesay, Quispamsis, Hampton, Grand Bay-Westfield, St Martins and a Local 
Service District.  The study also examined waste from the Institutional, Commercial & Industrial (ICI), and the self-haul sectors.  The 
study was funded through New Brunswick’s Environmental Trust Fund. 

From household garbage, recyclable products and compostable organics contributed the largest amount of material by weight.  
Recyclables such as, paper, cardboard, plastics, metal containers & milk containers made up 21% of waste, followed by compostable 
food and yard waste which contributed 19% of the overall household garbage.    

“It is important to keep in mind that this study is only looking at the end picture, or what is left in the garbage.  It does not account 
for the material that is being recycled, composted or reused.  For example, we know that typical household garbage without a 
compost program contains 35 to 40% organic waste.  So, our compost program is reducing that figure by half,” said general 
manager, Marc MacLeod. “But, we can do better.  Composting is our curbside recycling program and this single program can make a 
big impact on reducing waste.” 

Within the recyclable products, cardboard and paper are by far the most common items found.  An additional 4500 tonnes of 
recyclables can be recycled annually through the blue bin recycling program, 3100 tonnes of which are cardboard and paper 
products.  Through the green cart compost program, the study estimates, an additional 3900 tonnes of food and yard waste could 
be composted.  In 2014, 7,600 tonnes of recyclable material was collected from the blue bin recycling depots, and 7,800 tonnes of 
compost was collected from green carts.   

To access the full report visit www.FundyRecycles.com  

 

Fundy Region Solid Waste is responsible for solid waste disposal and diversion in the Greater Saint John area, including 
Crane Mountain Landfill and the recycling and compost programs. It is governed by the Fundy Regional Service 
Commission and is funded solely through the various tipping fees at the landfill. 
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