
 

 

Dave Stafford with a handful of soil from compost at the Fundy Region Solid Waste.Photo: Noel 
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SAINT JOHN – Port City residents are among the top composters in Canada, according to a 
Statistics Canada study. 

The report, released last week, says about 83 per cent of people in Saint John composted kitchen 
or yard waste in 2011. 

“It’s much higher than we would have every guessed,” said Brenda MacCallum, spokeswoman 
for Fundy Region Solid Waste.  

“I think because it’s been around for so long that the population is just educated about 
composting,” she said. 

The total tonnage of compost in the Saint John region is on the decline, according to numbers 
from Fundy Region Solid Waste. It peaked in 2008, with more than 9,200 tonnes composted. In 
2012, that had declined to about 8,000. 

However, MacCallum said the ratio between compost and garbage is improving, meaning more 
people are taking the time to pull out compostables from their waste. 



“One of the things is that we’re a voluntary program,” she said. “We wouldn’t see as much 
swing in participation if we had some type of limit.” 

Despite the high reports of composting in Saint John, the study showed that New Brunswick lags 
far behind its provincial neighbours. In both Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia, about 95 per 
cent of the population says they compost kitchen or yard waste. In New Brunswick, only about 
58 per cent of people said the same. 

“These rates reflect the presence of strict waste management regulations in both provinces,” the 
study said. 

MacCallum said the challenge is that those regulations would have to be applied in each 
municipality, not provincially as Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia have done. 

“I think we could really push our numbers by setting limits,” she said. 

Susan Antler, the executive director of the Compost Council of Canada, said the high numbers of 
composting households in Saint John was not a surprise, since Fundy Region Solid Waste has 
been committed to promoting the option. 

“For a program to be successful you have to have the infrastructure and the education and the 
ongoing support,” she said. 

The report found that people with a higher education or whose household incomes are larger are 
more likely to compost. People living in apartments were also less likely to compost than those 
who lived in single detached homes. 

Antler said much of those trends can be attributed to the ease of composting in a home with a 
large yard. 

“In general, some of the reasons Canadians cited for not composting included not having a 
compost bin, or access to a municipal composting program,” the study said. “Other reasons 
offered by households included the possibility that wildlife or vermin might be attracted to the 
compost bin, that composting was time consuming, that composting took up too much space or 
residents were unsure of what could be composed.” 

Saint John surpassed Moncton for the number of people who reported having actively composted 
during 2011, despite Moncton’s stringent garbage and recycling regulations. 

In 2006, Moncton adopted the mandatory separation of wet and dry waste, applying $100 fines 
to people who do not adhere to the bylaw. 

However, according to the study only 57 per cent of residents in Moncton said they composted 
kitchen or yard waste, with only 44 per cent composting by curbside collection. 



“It’s a win for the organizations, the municipalities who have stepped up. It’s an obvious 
opportunity for those who have yet to embark,” Antler said. 
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