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Lesson Plan: The Giving Tree
Subject: You and Your World, Grade 2
Objective: Students will discuss the role of trees, sustainability issues, the impact that humans have on the environment, and how to protect trees by practicing reduce, reuse, recycle, and compost.
Materials / Resources: The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. The book is also available with story CD.
Introduction
Trees are an important resource for both people and the environment. Paper and cardboard account for approximately 34% of household waste (Greater Vancouver Regional District). Recycling clean paper and cardboard is an easy way to begin.
When paper and cardboard are recycled or composted as appropriate, it reduces greenhouse gas emissions, diverts garbage from the landfill, and saves tax dollars. In addition, composting items like greasy pizza boxes or used paper towels helps to produce finished compost, a valuable soil addition that returns nutrients to gardens and lawns.

Contact the Fundy Region Solid Waste Commission for more information at 738-1212 or visit www.FundyRecycles.com.

Activity
Read The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein, or listen to the story on CD. Discuss with the children how trees serve people and the environment, as well as the benefits of the 3 Rs and composting tree products. 
Follow up activities:
· Write about a world without trees.

· Create a collage showing what trees give us.

· As a class, build a “Commitment Tree.” Students cut out leaves from used cardboard or paper, and they write their promise to protect the trees. Or use a larger leaf pattern, and students can draw a picture of their commitment.
· Begin paper recycling in class, or track current paper recycling in the classroom and how many trees it saves. For example, two standard recycling bags filled with paper save approximately one tree.
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