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Lesson Plan: Rubbish Review
Subject: Grade 7 Science
Objective: Students will learn about the history of solid waste and its effect on the earth. They will also develop an understanding of the relationship between science and technology in protecting the environment. 
*Note: This activity is designed as a follow up to a presentation at the landfill’s Interpretive Centre to ensure that students have an understanding of how waste is handled today.

Materials / Resources: none
Introduction
It is critical that we manage our garbage in the right way. Each Canadian creates on average 2.2 kilograms of waste each day, roughly our own body weight each month. In fact, we produce more waste per person than any other country in the world.

The Fundy Region Solid Waste Commission manages the waste produced by 125,000 people from the municipalities of Saint John, Grand Bay-Westfield, Hampton, St. Martins, Rothesay, Quispamsis, and surrounding rural areas. The Commission is responsible for waste once it arrives at Crane Mountain Landfill, which opened in 1997. 
Crane Mountain has extensive environmental safeguards and is regulated by the Department of Environment and Local Government. Safeguards include a liner system to protect groundwater, leachate collection, environmental well monitoring on and off-site, and sedimentation ponds for surface water runoff. 
Activity

1. Survey parents, older family members, and neighbours to learn about how solid waste was handled in the past. It may, for instance, include the practices of reusing materials, recycling, backyard composting, incineration, burying waste, tossing it in bodies of water, etc.
 

How did they handle the solid waste from their household in the past?

How did it affect the environment?

What do they do differently today?

How has solid waste management changed today?

Why do they think it has changed?

What do they think will happen in the future?

What would they like to change about the way solid waste is handled today?

 

2. Ask students to complete a summary report comparing past solid waste management with current practices, the new technologies, and the environmental effects.

3. Discuss what waste management will look like 20 years from now.
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