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LESSON PLAN: Recycling Relay

Subject: You and Your World, Grade 2

Objective: Students will learn what items belong in each of the blue bins at the Recycling Depots


Introduction

Here is a fine physically active game to get your blood pumping… while everyone learns more about recycling.

It can be tempting to drop that plastic bag or newspaper in the garbage rather than the recycling bin. But every piece of paper, cardboard, metal, plastic bag or rigid plastic makes a difference. For example, when you recycle one aluminum can, you save enough energy to run your TV for three hours.

Recycling can reduce your household’s waste by a minimum of 30 per cent. The Commission has established Recycling Depots around the region. Most depots are located at grocery stores, to help people get in the habit of combining their recycling and shopping errands. 

Below are recycling tips to share with your group and a list of what belongs in each blue bin:

1. Rinse out all containers

2. Remove caps and lids

3. Return your deposit containers at a redemption centre

4. NO plastic bags in the Rigid Plastic Blue Bin

5. Place all bags in the separate Plastic Bag Blue Bin

Paper

· Newspapers

· Magazines

· Flyers

· Telephone books

· Hardcover books

· Computer paper

· Coloured paper

· Paperback books

· Posters

· Envelopes

· Egg cartons (no Styrofoam)

X No wax paper
X No gift wrap


Cardboard

· Cereal boxes

· Cracker boxes

· Shoe boxes

· All other boxes and cartons

X No milk cartons


Metal

· Tin cans

· Coat hangers

· Aluminum pie plates


Rigid Plastic

· Yogurt containers

· Bleach jugs

· Antifreeze containers

· Plastic milk jugs

· Ketchup bottles

· Pill bottles

X No Styrofoam


Plastic Bags

· Grocery and shopping bags

· Dry cleaner wrap

· Clean “shrink” wrap

· Clean bread and frozen food bags

· Any “soft” plastic you can crumple in your hand like a bag

Materials

Five office-size blue bins or large boxes

Signs for each blue bin: Paper, Cardboard, Metal, Plastic Bags, and Rigid Plastic
One garbage bag for each relay team

Twenty recyclable items for each relay team

Instructions

1. Review the recyclable items with the group. Using the list from page one, explain what items belongs in each blue bin.

2. Place the five blue bins – labelled clearly – at the end of the field or room.

3. The teacher stands by the blue bins to ensure the proper items are placed in the proper bins.

4. Arrange the relay teams at the opposite end of the field or room.

5. When the teacher calls “go,” the first player in each relay team picks one item from the garbage bag, runs to the blue bins, and deposits the item in the correct bin.

6. Then that player runs back to his or her team and tags the hand of the next player, who reaches into the garage bag to take the next item and run to the blue bins.

7. This continues until all the items in the garbage bag and the garbage bag itself have been recycled.

8. The first team to finish recycling all of their items properly wins. 
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