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Lesson Plan: The Litter Hunt
Subject: You and Your World, Grade 2
Objective: Students will discover why littering hurts the earth, and how their actions can have a positive impact on the environment.

Materials / Resources: Chalkboard and chalk. Garbage bags. Gloves.

Introduction
Taking care of the environment is a very important job. There's something for everyone to do.
Activity
1. Discuss what “littering” means. Ask if they have ever littered. Why do you think people litter? (www.everythingearth.com/eco/ecofacts.htm) Keep America Beautiful says the top reasons are: People feel no sense of ownership. They believe someone else will pick up after them. Litter already has accumulated. 
2. Select an area at school to investigate as a class. Ask the class to collect the litter, and measure how much was found. Remember to be safe on the hunt for litter.

· Wear appropriate and protective clothing (e.g. gloves).
· Do not pick up strange articles that may be dangerous (i.e. used needles).

3. After the clean up, analyze the litter together:

· What is it? Where does it come from? Who do you think left it there? 

· Can any of the littered items be recycled or used in some other way? 

· Does the school or community have rules against littering? If so, what are they?
4. Ask the students what they can do to help. Examples include:

· Set an example for others by not littering. 

· Carry a litterbag in your backpack for your own garbage.  

· When visiting recreation areas, make sure to leave the area clean for the next person to enjoy. 

· Volunteer to help cleanup an area.
· When you put out the trash at home, make sure that garbage can lids are on tight, and that all of the trash goes into the can.
Follow up activities:
· Make a bulletin board that has pictures of areas that are clean, and those spoiled by litter. Write a story about the difference or what can be done to make dirty areas clean again.

· Draw a picture of your neighbourhood or school where there is litter. 
· If your parents own a car, make litterbags for them. 

· Your class can make and put up posters reminding other students to put litter where it belongs.
· Repeat the litter hunt after a week or month has passed, and compare the findings.
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