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Lesson Plan: Illegal Dumping
Subject: Grade 7 Science

Objective: Students will examine and learn about the issue of illegal dumping. Then they will propose a course of action related to science and technology.
 

Materials: Copies of a recent news article or information about local illegal dumping issues
 

Introduction
Illegal dumping is serious business.  When people choose to toss their waste in the bush or other undesirable locations, there can be a serious environmental impact. 
 

Activity 

1. Ask students to read the same recent news article or background information.
2. Organize the students into small groups to compare their ideas and opinions on what effect this illegal dumping has on the environment. (For example, trash left in the woods, garbage left outside of clothing donation depots, motor oil, or household hazardous waste.)
3. Ask the groups to research the issue. Students may consider:
How prevalent is this kind of illegal dumping? How is it dealt with now by authorities? 
Can it be cleaned up? How? What does it cost?
Is there a better solution to handling this issue? What courses of action could be taken?
What will happen if the situation continues as it currently stands?
4. Each group lists three possible courses of action to improve or solve the issue. Each alternative has a list of pros and cons.
5. The group selects one course of action, develops an action plan, and presents their solution and implementation plan. After the presentation, the class asks any questions, enabling the group to defend their position based on their findings.
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